
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JAY LEACH AND TRENT WHITFIELD NAMED PROVIDENCE BRUINS ASSISTANT 
COACHES
Providence, RI - Boston Bruins General Manager Don Sweeney announced today, August 4, that the Bruins have hired Jay Leach 
and Trent Whitfield as assistant coaches of the Providence Bruins. Leach and Whitfield will serve on the coaching staff of head coach 
Kevin Dean, who was named to his position on July 18, 2016. Leach will be working primarily with the team’s defensemen while 
Whitfield will work primarily with the team’s forwards.

Leach, 36, recently served as assistant coach of the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins in 2015-16, helping the team advance to the 
quarterfinals of the 2016 Calder Cup Playoffs. He was an assistant coach for Adler Mannheim of the Deutsche Eishockey Liga (DEL) 
in Germany in 2014-15 and helped lead that team to the league championship.

Leach enjoyed a successful playing career, seeing action in the ECHL, AHL and NHL from 2001-13. He appeared in 70 games at the 
NHL level with the New Jersey Devils, San Jose Sharks, Montreal Canadiens, Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins, registering 
three points on one goal and two assists with 60 penalty minutes. The 6-foot-4, 220-pound defenseman also compiled 25 goals and 
62 assists for 87 points with 608 penalty minutes and a plus-34 rating at the AHL level with the Albany Devils, Worcester Sharks, 
Lowell Devils, Portland Pirates, Norfolk Admirals, Providence Bruins, Bridgeport Sound Tigers and Springfield Falcons. He served as 
captain of the Worcester Sharks in 2010-11 and the Albany Devils in 2012-13, and was also an alternate captain for the Albany Devils 
in 2011-12. 

Leach also skated in 180 games at the ECHL level with the Trenton Devils, Long Beach Ice Dogs, Augusta Lynx and Mississippi Sea 
Wolves, totaling 13 goals and 38 assists for 51 points with 344 penalty minutes and a plus-12 rating. 

Prior to his professional career, Leach played four seasons at Providence College from 1997-2001. As a senior in 2000-01, he served 
as team captain and established career highs with four goals and 21 assists for 25 points in 40 games.  

The Syracuse, New York native was originally selected by the Arizona Coyotes in the fifth round (115th overall) of the 1998 NHL Entry 
Draft.

Whitfield, 39, recently served as assistant coach of the Calgary Hitmen of the Western Hockey League (WHL) in 2015-16. The 
previous season he was the assistant coach of the Portland Pirates of the American Hockey League (AHL) in 2014-15. 

Whitfield enjoyed a successful 15-year playing career at the ECHL, AHL and NHL levels. The 5-foot-11, 209-pound forward skated in 
194 NHL games with the Boston Bruins, St. Louis Blues, Washington Capitals and N.Y. Rangers, compiling 11 goals and 18 assists for 
29 points with 104 penalty minutes. He also made 18 NHL playoff game appearances, including four with the Bruins. Whitfield played 
in 812 games at the AHL level with the Providence Bruins, Peoria Rivermen and Portland Pirates, totaling 247 goals and 349 assists 
for 596 points with 564 penalty minutes. During his final season as a pro, Whitfield was the alternate captain of HC Bolzano of the 
Austrian Hockey League (EBEL) in 2013-14, where he recorded 14 goals and 18 assists for 32 points in 54 games. 

Whitfield served as a captain on six teams, in addition to his one season as an alternate captain for HC Bolzano in 2013-14. He wore 
the “C” for the Providence Bruins in 2009-10, 2011-12 and 2012-13, for the Peoria Rivermen in 2008-09 and for the Spokane Chiefs 
(WHL) in 1996-97. 

The Alameda, Saskatchewan native was originally selected by the Bruins in the fourth round (100th overall) of the 1996 NHL Entry 
Draft. 

-  -  -  -  -
The Providence Bruins are the American Hockey League affiliate of the NHL’s Boston Bruins, playing their home games at the Dunkin’ 
Donuts Center in Providence, RI. Spanning more than 20 years, the Boston/Providence affiliation is one of the longest and most 
successful player development partnerships in professional hockey history.

For all the latest Providence Bruins news and updates visit ProvidenceBruins.com or follow the team on Facebook at facebook.
com/providencebruins or Twitter at twitter.com/AHLBruins.
-  -  -  -  -
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